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IT’'S THE BIGGEST EVENT of summer 2011:
June 18, the Elberia Summer Solstice Festival,
To get you ready for the longest day of the year,
the Alert spoke with Josh Stoltz, who organizes
the event along with Josh Herren, Bill Soper,
Connie Manke, Jennifer Wilkins, Art Melendez,
Adrian Hirsch, and many others.

ELBERTA ALERT Whose idea was this?
JOSH STOLTZ Jinx Jenks, Elberta’s own festi-
val queen, conceived the Solstice Festival for the
opening of the Waterfront Park, back in *02.

A festival for the summer solstice sounds pa-
gan. Will there be pagans there?

Everyone around here loves the sun, regardless
of religion, and especially after not seeing it for
eight months.

What’s the worst thing that ever went down
during the Solstice Festival?

In 2009 we were cranking out so much juice on

1. Beer Cow and Beer Tokens

2, Main Stage, Beer Garden

3. Corn Hole

4. Solstice Tent (T-shirts, Food, Tokens)
5. Entrance and Restrooms 7

6. Amphitheater: Poetry Slam, DJ Fluffy
7. Nonprofits /Tug of War

8. Teen Pavilion: Bands, Freestyle War
9. Shelter: Bonfire

10. Kids’ Games: Gross Food Eating
Contest, Rockin R Stables, Jump House
11. Fireworks :

12. Sundial

P. Parking

From12 noon to 12 midnight

on June 18, the Solstice Fest is
jammed with fun for all ages. For
the band lineup, a list of vendors
and sponsors, and other info,

go to www.elbertasolsticefestival
.com. Yolunteers are needed!

Call Josh Stoltz: 231-640-0200.

the stage that we lost power to all the music
equipment. We had to redirect our electricity
from other sources and the show went on.

Who is the most famous or hilarious person to
get dunked in the dunk tank?

We just started the dunk tank in 2010, and Jeff
Sandman created quite a buzz. Based on internet -
polls, our local police department staff would be
the most popular dunkees.

For people who have never been to the Solstice
festival, do you have any fashion advice?

Dos and Don’ts? My fashion advice: DO re-
duce-reuse-recycle. DON'T watch TV. Bring a
long-sleeve shirt/sweatshirt for the time between
when the sun starts to set and when you warm
up from getting your boogie on. Also: bring sun-
screen, money, dancing shoes, an umbrella, a
camera and a chair if possible.

Anything new this year that I should definite-

" continues on page 4

LANE PLUMBING & HEATING INC. E;

533 FRANKFORT AVE.
ELBERTA, MICHIGAN 49628
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(231) 3524131
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BAYSHORE TlﬁE & AUTO

* NEW TIRES * USED TIRES -,
¢« BRAKES  ALL AUTO REPAIRS

600 Frankfort Ave.
Elberta, MI 49628
www.bayshoretireandauto.com

(231) 352-4262

/Fax-(231) 352-7209

bayshoretireandauto@gmail.com
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THE WINDS
OF WAR

By SP4 Art Melendez

WHEN I WAS ASKED to write an ar-
ticle on present living Elberta Veter-
ans for this good paper, without think-
ing (as I sometimes do), [ said yes.
When I finally sat down to put
together an outline for the article, I
realized that, as a Vietnam-era vet-
eran myself, I had a whole slew of
memories and emotions. Later, as [
interviewed the veterans listed here,
I realized T am not alone. My time
talking and sharing with these men
was filled with laughter, quiet breaks
in conversation, and sometimes tears
without words. To me, some of these

% MEMORIAL DAY SPECIAL

SOME VETERANS AMONG US

CHARLES WILLIAM BUCK

Navy Lievtenant and Ship
Commander, 1953-57, Korea
and South Pacific, Korean War

THOMAS HAHN

Army Specialist Fourth Class,
1965-67, Vietnam War
SYLVESTER LEE
E6 Navy SEAL, 1967-70,
Vietnam War
JERRY LITTLE
Navy Seaman and Radioman,
1967 -72, Vietnam War

moments verged on holy. It was sure-
ly a privilege. _

The only people who can under-
stand our experiences are those who
have experienced the same. Some-
thing we all agreed on was the traves-
ty of the multiple tours required of our
troops today, and the
tiny percentage of us
who now serve while
the majority go on
with little knowledge
of their sacrifice.

On more than one
occasion in a high
school classroom 1
asked my students if
they knew what the

ARTHUR MELENDEZ

Army Specialist Fourth Class,
Signal Corps, 1966-68,

Germany, Vietnam War
- ORAL MIX
Air Force E-5, Airplane
Mechanic, 1942-45, USA,
World War Il
EDWARD ROBINSON
Army, 11th Armored Division,
1942 -45, Germany, World
War i
* Kk X

draft was. In general to them it was
something that passed through a win-
dow and moved papers off a table.

Back in early 1966, after graduat-
ing from the School of Visual Arts
in New York and working for a mili-
tary contractor, [ was drafted into the
Army. The Vietnam War, the Tet Of-
fensive, U.S. and world politics were
realities that as an 18-year-old I was
not prepared for. I was a New York
City “flatlander”: one who believes
that the whole world is flat—that it all
looks and thinks like we do.

After basic and specialized school
I was shipped to Germany, where
I served as a radio relay and carrier
attendant on a missile site. Now as a

Remember When . . . With Ken

* Portrait by Art Melendez

Each issue, Ken Holmes
Elberta history. This mon

gﬂves us chapter and verse on
th:

the Village’s best church.

This photo was probably taken about 1938 by Ray Edwards. The church didn’t change much from the time
it was built, in 1884, until 1965, when new siding, an addition, and a new entrance was put on. Notice how
bare that hill is behind it. Reggie [Ragnar] Robinson was the one who planted most of the trees up there.

You can see the trail leading up the hill where we used to go tobogganing and hiking. Up at the top you can

malke out the water tank, which today

completely hidden by trees. The church was built by Samuel Elliott

of Pierport, and was funded largely by ice cream socials. In the past year we’ve redone the roof.

Sylvester Lee, a Purple Heart
recipient, now serves his
country by helping veterans
get health care, back benefits,
and PTSD counseling. He is
writing a book on this work.

65-year-old citizen and veteran, I have
learned, no matter what my political
beliefs, that the freedoms that I enjoy
and no longer take for granted come
at a cost. The cost: men and women in
uniform—military, fire, police, EMT,
who watch over us 24/7. Thank you

all for serving our country! J
DOOOSOOTOTETOOTOC OGO OO0
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The Parks and Rec Commitiee,
of which Art Melendez is a member,
is planning renovations to our Vet-
erans Park, including a new memo-
rial plaque to replace the missing old
wooden one. If you'd like to share
your memories of Elberta veterans,
if you are a veteran, or if you'd like
to help restore Veterans Park, contact
Art at 616-446-5340.

SOLSTICE USER’S GUIDE, cont'd
ly not miss?
Laughter Yoga at about 3 or 4 pm will
reoxygenate you in preparation for the
nighttime stuff. There’s a rumor that
the tug-of-war will pit the Frankfort—
Elberta football team against Benzie
Central. Ella Riot (formerly My Dear
Disco) is our headlining act—they’ll
go on late. And of course, the Ei-
berta Alert will have a booth selling
T-shirts.
Will there be CPR teams on hand in
case I have a good time? Local fire,
police, and EMS are always on call.
Plus Jennifer Wilkins is certified in
CPR, so stand near her.
Any rules I should know about?
The Beer Garden strictly enforces
the 21+ age policy. We have a double
fence and security on hand to ensure
no one under 21 is served alcohol.
What can I expect to eat?
All restaurants in the area have an op- ~
portunity to vend at the festival. This
year, festival organizers are going to
offer picnic food and homemade lo-
cal and organic strawberry shortcake.
Also we’ll have Randy dogs, the Co-
nundrum, the Cabbage Shed, and the
Lighthouse vending.
I’d like to follow the money.
The profits depend largely on our
sponsor support from the local busi-
nesses and from beer sales. All pro-
ceeds go directly back into the festival
and to support other Elberta Parks and
Rec projects and upgrades.
What happens if it rains?

continues on page 5



COUNCIL MEETING REPORT: MAY 19, 2011

YOU NEED A
VARIANCE
JUST TO LIVE

[HERE]*

By Emily Votruba

NEW NAME SIGNS graced the coun-
cil meeting table. Matt Stapleton said
it’d be nice to open the meeting with
the Pledge of Allegiance. Reg Manville
said he’d take that under advisement.
County Commissioner Marcia Sto-
bie reported that the redistricting com-
mitttee had voted to combine Gilmore
Township with Blaine, Joyfield, and
‘Weldon, and Frankfort with Crystal
Lake, thereby splitting her district. This
would pit Stobie against Don Tanner,
also a Democrat, in the next election.
The average countywide equalized
valuation went down .66%, not as bad

*Jordan Bates on Elberta’s zoning

Bed & Breallfast

Open May through 2
" Ot Jan & Bill Buck

; Your Hosts

809 Frankfore Ave.

Elberts, MI 49628

(231) 352-7893
wwwlaruehousebb,com _

WORKSHOP: EXTENDING
THE GROWING SEASON

5 LAKE EXPRESS HIGH-SPEED
FERRY RIDE/TOUR

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION

7 BENZIE GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY

as expected. The county has advertised
for a new administrator and will start
interviewing candidates in June. On
Stobie’s recommendation, the council
voted to adopt a 180-day moratorium
on medical marijuana sales operations
to give the P&Z time to create an ad-
equate ordinance.

Kelli Stapleton introduced the mayor
of Hell, Michigan, John Colone. Colo-
ne discussed his demonic moneymak-
ing ruses, including sales of dirt from
Hell for $6.66, and recommended that
Elberta “be whimsical,” “steal ideas
from Trick Dog,” and consider Staple-
ton’s idea to monetize a new district
called Heaven. He remarked that paint
is cheap, suggesting a colorful paint
job on the Library and other Frank-
fort Avenue storefronts. Reg Manville
commented that he catches a lot of hell
at his house for free, and that he’d like
to see some backup from Villagers be-
fore he the council go ahead with the
Heaven idea.

Sitting as the zoning board of ap-
peals, the council approved the request
for a variance for Jerry Little’s house,
with Bill Soper recusing himself be-
cause of a possible conflict of interest.
Marcia Stobie handed out copies of the

plans for the house, which will be 720
sq. ft. P&Z have tentatively set 7K as
the new lot size and 720 sq. fi. as the
minimum house size. Currently our
zoning requires lot sizes of 12K and a
house size of 800 sq. ft., which means
that about 50% of the lots in Elberta
and several houses are nonconforming.
Mr. Little’s new house, which is being
moved from River Rd., is 480 sq. ft.,
but will have an addition to make up
the difference.

Carl Noffsinger, the zoning admin-
istrator, said more research needs to be
done on lot sizes and setbacks for the
new zoning ordinance, citing the pos-
sibility of speculators buying “dinky”
lots and putting in so-called affordable
housing. “I don’t think you’re even
close,” Noffsinger said of the tentative
zoning changes. Ken Holmes said only
three houses had been built in town for
the past 20 years because of the zoning
ordinance.

The expense report was approved
with a new figure: receipts. Receipts
totalled $19,543.24. Expenses includ-
ing accounting fees were $16,187.67.
Payroll was $8,105.30.

Ken Holmes said operations and
revenue at BLUA are getting close to
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optimal as septic tank pickups increase.
Elberta puts out 30K-32K gallons per
day, Frankfort over 275K gallons.

Contrary to Parks and Rec’s report,
the farmers® market is not open until 1
pm now; that decision was made after
the noon schedule had already been
agreed to with vendors. The $500 in
proceeds from the Winter Whine needs
to be submitted to the Village. Licenses
for beer, wine, and fireworks for the
Solstice Festival need to be seen and
approved by the council at the next
meeting, and the fireworks contracts
need to be approved by the fire depart-
ment before Solstice. The auditor found
4 violations of Village rules in Park and
Rec bookkeeping, including failure to
charge a 6% sales tax on beverages,
and a donation made to the Benzonia
ice rink fund without council approval,
The council discussed the idea of Park
and Rec reporting monthly to council
on their expenditures and minutes.

Stephen Laske, of Lincoln Ave., said
he was glad to see Jerry Little’s old
house gone, and noted the derelict cars
on the corner of Lincoln and Acre and
on Crapo St. The council averred that
we have an ordinance against this.

continues on page 6

Ross Thorsen

LICENSED
BUILDER

231055100086

1 PARKS & REC MEETING
Committee
3 MASTER PLAN MEETING
_ NMCoG _
4 GROW BENZIE “Building Hoop Houses,”

thoop green

local history.

GILMORE TOWNSHIP
MEETING

Regular meeting of the Village Parks and Recreation

Master Plan Committee regular meeting with Sarah Lucas of

a daylong hands-on workshop

presented by Craig Schaaf. Parficipants will help construct a
Kouse. $10 for family/couple. Bring a sack lunch.

Tour the Lake Express ferry, docked in Frankfort, for free from
9 amto 11 am and 3 pm to 4 pm; reserve ahead for $10
rides at 11 am and 1 pm.

Celebrate with Frankfort-Elberta seniors as they commence!
Congratulations to the class of 2011.

Meeting of the Benzie Area Genealogical Society, at the -
Historical Museum. Learn about your family history and
Regular meeting of the board of Gilmore Township.

Submit a story, image, or ad, discuss editorial policy, join the

editorial team, or just drop by for the heck of it.

Special free sneak preview of a multimedia production
inspired by the life of artist and naturalist Gwen Frostic.

Regular meeflng of the Elberm Village Council.

Prrx-ﬁxe dlnner featuring wines of Michigan! Call 231-360-

Traverse City-based reggae/jam band Soul Patch; then Blue
Dirt, also of TC, bring prog-rock-inflected jammy grass on the
This year’s tour focuses on the car ferries and railroad. Free.
9th Annual music, games, and food celebration! Aarrrgghh!!
Free food and fellowship at Elberta United Methodist Church!

Meet with Sheriff Rory Heckmann to discuss county security
issues. At the Benzie County Sheriff’s Office.

Sam Wexler and 12, 19, ALERT OFFICE HOURS
family came 24 _
from Marinette,
WI, to spend the 12 DANCE PERFORMANCE:
summer; Emil T. CHAOTIC HARMONY
Vigldnd and wife
had twin boys; 16 YILLAGE COUNCIL
46-year-old M:rf ~ MEETING.
Marsiel hg % 'WINE DINNERS AT THE
the mothér of 26 | 'MAYFAIR TAVERN 8292 to reserve.
Shildinn- Sy 17, 25 MUSIC AT THE CABBAGE
from her 1st SHED )
marrlageﬁand 1215 ] 25th. $5 cover both nights.
children from her
ndmarrsge 18 ELBERTA HISTORY WALK
including seven :
pais ofwins. SOLSTICE FESTIVAL
e first marrie
atage 14. CQMMUNiTY DINNER
The Elberta Alert, June 23 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
7,1912

Village Community Bld., 7 pm (first

401 First St. Wednesdays)
Elberta Library, 704 8 am (first
Frankfort Ave. Fridays)
5885 M-115 10 am - 3 pm;
Frankfort Hwy, 352-4487;
Benzonia growbenzie.org
Frankfort boat launch  www.lake-
express.com/
frankfort
Frankfort-Elberta 2 pm

High School

6941 Traverse Ave.,
Benzonia

2 pm (second
Tuesdays)

Elberta Library, 704 7 pm (second

Frankfort Ave. Tuesduys)
Elberta Library, 704 1 pm - 2 pm_
Frankfort Ave.

Jean Parsons Center, 4 pm - 6 pm
Lake Ann

Village Community 7 pm

Bld., 401 First St.

The Mayfair Tavern, 6:30 pm

515 Frankfort Ave.

The Cabbage Shed, 9 pm

198 Frankfort Ave.

Lifesaving Station 10:30 am
Waterfront Park 12 pm - 12 am
555 Lincoln Ave. 4 pm - 6 pm
505 S. Michigan 6 pm (fourth

Ave., Beulah Thursdays)

1
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FRESH
STEPS

New ideas open

the Market

By Emily Votruba

BEGUN IN THE MARINA PARK
in 2003 by Andrea Stupka-Burks and
a small group of others, the Farmers’
Market has earned a reputation as one
of Benzie County’s best, increasing
its revenue and vendor field year by
year. On a recent Thursday, the Alert
hit a chilly, blustery morning to com-
mune with our local food providers
and see what’s been sprouting.

NEW PRODUCTS AND SERVICES -

“I try to introduce something new
each year,” says Grace Phillips of
Loving Dove farm, out of Bear Lake.
“You have to look at the market and
see what niches need filling.” Al-
ready a purveyor of exotic items like
fresh figs, artichokes, and ginger, she
hopes to add Meyer lemons from a
ten-foot tree in her greenhouse. Tim
- Kluck, of Wild Things, showed off a
large ziplock bag full of Morchella
semilibera, an unusual variety of true
morel that he says are abundant now.
Perhaps they enjoyed the lateness of
the season, which has Britt Uecker,
of Lutz Farm, bringing plants from
Pleasanton Greenhouse until the veg-
etables are in full force. She will also
have a new early variety of strawber-

| SLIPS-STORAGE

Lou Yock (above), of Potter Road

Farm, -can run credit cards using a
device called a Square on his ce

phone; he also accepts Project Fresh
race

coupons. Loving Dove Farm's

Phillips frlghl‘ with her daughter
agda

from her greenhouse this year.

ries soon, to make up for what will
likely be a late cherry year.

Crescent Bakery isn’t doing the El-
berta Market this year—sad news for
farmers and shoppers who enjoyed
their coffee on chilly mornings like
these. Bob Korten explained that the
new Cottage Law allows people to
prepare food out of their homes, and
“the field has gotten a little crowded.
It started to be so last year.”

Contrary to rumor, no food ven-
dors have come forward yet this sea-
son, but Jim Barnes, of the Culinary
Arts Community and Wild Leek Pro-
ductions, says he may still appear as
he did last year, with foods prepared
with organic in-
gredients sourced
from fellow EFM
vendors. “I’d love
to do a You Are
What You Eat
thing, with a bunch
of frozen roasted-
local-vegetable la-
sagna portions that
people can take
with them.”

EFM volunteers
continue to collect
and deliver unsold
food and cash from
vendors to donate
to food banks ev-
ery week, and sev-
eral vendors take
Project Fresh and

ena), expects Meyer lemons

Senior coupons.
HI-TECH: CREDIT, BRIDGE CARDS, LOCAL ORBIT
The Market location has no phone
line, so the EFM wants to raise funds
for an iPad or smartphone device for
Bridge card and credit card payments.
Until then, it’s helping promote the
use of Bridge cards at Grow Benzie
on their machine. Some vendors have
taken matters into their own hands:
Lou Yock does credit card sales on
his own iPhone, and Randy Rice pro-
vides a card-running service at the
Frankfort market, charging vendors a
6% fee. Grace Phillips said that in the
9 years she’s done the market, only a
handful of people have asked to use
credit cards. “Us little guys can’t re-
ally afford to do wholesale,” she said
of Rice’s service.

Local Orbit (http:/localorb.it),
an online ordering service, debuted
late last season and now has 20 sell-
ers in the area. By ordering products
and paying online in advance, shop-
pers can ensure their goods will be
waiting for them on market day, and
farmers can better gauge
how much stock to bring,
Coordinator Becky Noff-
singer said a new sys-
tem will allow farmers
to cross-list for different
markets, so Elberta will
be added to the loop for
sellers who already work
the Frankfort market.
“We're listing a great

uﬂté,éondabﬂe Ant

THE MESS DECK - LOCAL PRODUCE

Greg chhg (the Ant and fhe
Grasshopper qrml)now offers
early frunhng strawberry plants.

This season, for the first time,
andy Ware is selling vegetable
planrs in soil blocks, fo encourage
F é: e to get even closer to their
00 source and to Mother Earth.
Here she holds two varieties of

cabbage.

variety of products,” Noffsinger
said. “Restaurants are using the site
to save the time they used to spend
making phone calls to individual
farmers. And sometimes vendors sell
out of a product fast. I’ve noticed at
the Elberta Market you have to get
here really early for eggs.”
NEW ENERGY _
Greg Kindig, an EFM farmer since
2007, says it’s one of his favorites.
“It’s a true farmers’ market, strictly
grower to consumer. They seem to
enforce their no-reselling policy bet-
ter than others.” Market manager -
Meg Louwsma says she’s imple-
mented random farm visitations
this year to make sure that remains
the case. The market also has a new
website, a project is under way to add
locally built picnic tables, and the
new electrical hookup certainly helps
make the future look bright. ¥
Open each Thursday from 7 a.m.
to 12 noon until mid-October; www,
elbertafarmersmarket.com or call
882-4573 for more information.

A /

f'

703 Frankfort Ave. M22 Elberta, MI 49628
(231)631-9443 z.jenks@sbeglobal.net

W' | Iow WOOOI Qetreat

Vacation Rental
1106 Valley Street « tlbcrta M! 49628
Ross Thorsen
2312651: 0086

W, Wi lowwoodwetweat.com

HARBOR HAIR
DESIGNS

1286 Frankfort Hwy.
Frankfort, MI 49635

i FI.SH_ING TACKLE
100 Frankfort Ave.

Sue Bishop - Owner/Stylist
(231).352-4607




CULTURE BLUFFS - ON AND OFF THE APRON

CHAOTIC
HARMONY

Dancing Gwen

Frostic’s legacy
By Emily Votruba

IN 1978, GOVERNOR Miilliken pro-
claimed May 23 Gwen Frostic Day,
and in 1986, Benzie County’s own
artist-naturalist was inducted into the
Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame. A
dancer, choreographer, and founder
of the Northwest Michigan Folklife
Center, Gretchen Eichberger consid-
ers Gwen Frostic an icon of northern
Michigan culture. In collaboration
with the writer Anne-Marie Qomen,
who adapted the script from Frostic’s
writings, and Breathe Owl Breathe,
who created the score, Eichberger and
a team of dancers will bring Frostic’s
work to life in a new way this summer.
The Alert spoke with Eichberger about
the production, and talked to Elbertians
who played their part in the creation of
Presscraft Papers and Gwen Frostic
Prints, a world-famous and—unusually
for here—year-round enterprise. Said
Governor Milliken in a recent e-mail
to Eichberger: “Nothing could be more
appropriate than Chaotic Harmony, a
heartfelt act of innovation inspired by
Frostic’s words and art.”

Named after one of Frostic’s books,
Chaotic Harmony will be the first-
ever major multimedia exploration of
Frostic’s legacy. The piece is structured
according to the themes of communion
with nature and natural processes that
informed Frostic’s ethereal handmade
block prints, and it also explores Frost-
ic’s labor; for example, the “Dance of
the Press” section interprets the indus-
trial nature of the print shop Frostic

operated for more than forty years, first
on Main Street in Frankfort and then on
the 250-acre River Road preserve she
moved to in 1964,

Dorothy Mix of Carlson Road
worked as Gwen Frostic’s secretary for
17 years. “I’m not much of a natural-
ist, but I became more of one working
there, learning to recognize different
birds.” Mix said the best part of the job
was traveling with Gwen and hearing
the accents of customers calling from
all over the country. There were five
presses when Mix started, in 1967,
and three times as many by the time
she left. “She called the Heidelbergs
the Cadillac of presses, and the old-

SOLSTICE USER’S GUIDE, cont’d
It doesn’t.
Where do we park?
Anywhere you can. There’s a lot of
space on the west end of the park that
doesn’t get used, and this year we’re
hoping to open up the field on the east
end of the park to help get cars off
M-168.
What do you get if you win the gross
food eating contest?
Ask Lisa Confer. [Lisa says: Last year
it was a custom-painted wooden boo-
gie board. The contestants made it to
the second-to-last round before Will
Darling aced out the last two

parents are distracted. Also, this year
Adrian Hirsch is hosting teen bands
and a freestyling competition that will
end many careers. Adults love to relax
and listen to free music in this picture
perfect setting.

How many children have been con-
ceived during the Solstice Festival?
We’ll have the MC ask this year, or
check kids® [Ds at the kids® tent for
mid-March birthdays. Attendance
grows every year (we count it by the
beer consumed), with about 1,500
throughout the day, so it’s a great way
to meet new people!

LEFT Eichberger
Fer orms part of
he section * The
Air Is Moving” a
the Jean Parsons
Center in Lake
Ann. She produced
the work durin
a residency af the
Parsons Center,
where the free
ublic prewew will
e held June 12.

BELOW: Hughthlr
White records the
shop's Headelber

b ﬂresses for Chuohc

armony's musical

score written
the Michi on trio
Breathe

Breathe. The dance
ensemble includes
White, of Empire,

# Denise Sica of

.3 Omena, Cornelia

=== Dhaseleer of

1 Charlevoix, Holly

Wren Spculding
of Cedar, Tim
Joseph of Brethren,
and Jen Sperry
Steinorth, Tom
Czarny, an
Jamaica Lynn
Weston of Traverse

City.

est ones were just as functional as the
newer ones.” Joyce Gatrell, of George
M. Street (now Cartwright St.) worked
at the shop for 13 years, starting in the

~Stationery department arranging cards

and envelopes into folders and filling
orders. “The orders went all over—Ire-
land, Japan,” Gatrell said. “Gwen had
an apartment upstairs, and sometimes I
would go up there and do her dishes or
straighten up. It all depended on where
they needed me. It was a great place to
work, though the pay wasn’t that good.
I enjoyed seeing what she would come
back with after her sketching sessions
of cranes and herons.”

Frostic had a condition akin to ce-
rebral palsy resulting from a child-
hood case of polio, according to her
nephew Bill Frostic, who has worked
at the shop for 45 years and is the press
manager there. “She never considered
herself handicapped,” he said.

“Yes,” says Eichberger, “We’ve
created a dance work about a woman
who was not given her full capacity to
move. She had a boundless imagina-
tion, though, and used her abilities to
the fullest. In her writing you notice
lots of references to birds and their
ability to free our souls. I believe her

by being the only one who
didn’t barfl]

Who should go to the Solstice
Festival?

0’0‘0“'0“0’@’@”

SEWING — Repairs and Alterations

Everyone! The kids love it
because there are so many
games at the kids® tent, plus
the bounce house and the
jungle gym. The teens love
it because they can hang out
with their friends while their

Joy Jensen

645 Lincoln Avenue
Elberta, Michigan 49628

231-352-9795

www.elbertavillagehideaway.coim
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immense success as an entrepeneur and
artist stemmed from the independence
she had to develop at an early age.”
“She was pretty much self-taught from
the beginning,” Bill Frostic said.

Eichberger and Oomen discussed
the basic framework of the script with
Trevor Hobbs, Andrea Moreno-Beals,
and Micah Middaugh of Breathe Owl
Breathe. Eichberger gave the compos-
ers moods and timing for each section
of the script, and the choreography was
developed by all the dancers, some of
it inspired by the music, some by the
text alone, to emphasize rhythms that
exist in the writing but are not always
evident on the page.

Dancers were chosen in an open-call
audition in April. What does this cho-
reographer look for? “Everyone is a
dancer,” Eichberger says. “A beautiful
physique seems like a logical and given
requirement, but you have to possess
the ability to move with confidence.
We are all given enormous potential
to create beauty with these remarkable
machines that house our souls. What I
appreciate most in human movement
is the emotion behind it.” Eichberger
wanted local dancers with an under-
standing of Frostic’s impact. “I asked
that they familiarize themselves with
her writings and read works in the en-
vironmental genre—Rachel Carson,
Edward Abbey, H. D. Thoreau, Bill
McKibben, Carl Sagan. And I asked
them to meditate, to bird-watch, to sit
in the woods and just observe.

“Finding formally trained danc-
ers is not easy in northern Michigan,
and most dancers here do not receive
monetary compensation for their art.”
For now grants and family foundations
are the production’s primary funding,
and Kim and Greg Forshee, the cur-
rent owners of Gwen Frostic Prints,
are donating all the programs and
printed promotional materials. “The
performance is a true tribute, and we
wholeheartedly support it,” says Kim
Forshee. Additional money is needed
for lighting and sound, costumes, and
still and video photography, as well as
travel reimbursement for the artists,
who are volunteering their time. “Art
is work too!” says Eichberger. Gwen
Frostic would probably agree.
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Man’s Best
Friend Wants
to Play Too

By Merren Garber

RECENTLY, I NOTICED the new

" no-dogs-in-the-park signs posted at
the Waterfront Park. I can under-
stand not wanting those lovely dog-
gy land mines around while you’re
trying to enjoy one of Elberta’s
many parks. But if rules were posted
and the Village got those dog-poop-
bag dispensers like I’ve seen at other
parks, people could enjoy the parks
with their family pets too.

Like many other Villagers and lo-
cals who have titled Elberta beach
the Dog Beach, my friends and I
enjoy taking our dogs to the beach
whether it’s for a short walk when
it’s colder weather or for the whole
day in the summertime. The dog ban
ordinance, if it’s enforced, will only
keep people away from Elberta, and

that would be bad, because we need

e MART DOCK

West Mfcliigan Dock & Market Corp, 560 Mart 5t., Muskegon M| 49440
(231)722-6932

people to keep coming to Elberta.
The fact that Elberta is known as
having a dog-friendly beach sets us
apart from the other towns. It brings
people here, and we need to keep
that outside-of-the-box reputation.

I have talked to a few residents
about the ban on dogs in the parks.
Some of the things I’ve heard are:
“I'm still going to take my dogs
there,” and “T always clean up after
my dogs, this is ridiculous!” and,
my favorite, “Why don’t they ban
the geese too? There’s more goose
poop at the Waterfront Park than
there is grass.” My friend Jonathan
Drury, who lives here, said, “Your
dogs know when you go to the park
without them. They get depressed.
I’ve always seen dog owners pick up
their dogs’ waste. Besides, one dog
log left behind pales in comparison
to the seagull and goose poop that’s
there. So why not bring the whole
family to enjoy Elberta’s beautiful
parks? Take only pictures, leave
only footprints and paw prints.”

My mom, Jennifer Wilkins, wrote

up a proposal to improve the parks
in Elberta and presented it at a Park
and Rec meeting recently. Part of
her improvement ideas included in-
stalling dog-poop bag dispensers in
each park in Elberta as well as along
M-168 and at the beach. This would
keep residents and visitors of El-
berta coming and enjoying our town
with all their family members.

I did some digging on the inter-
net on dog park rules. I think if rules
were posted by each dog bag dis-
penser then owners would be aware

COUNCIL MEETING, cont'd

The council voted to give Reg Man-
ville and Sharyn Bower the authority
to sign a first-responder contract with
the fire department. The Village still
gets charged for 911 calls, so no sav-
ings has been realized from our opting
out of the first responder service.

The auditor’s report at the next
meeting is projected to show our gen-
eral fund deficit down by $300K.

The council voted to move forward
with the Land Conservancy property
acquisition pursuant to trust fund pro-
cedures, in spite of a query from attor-
ney Joe Quandt about mineral rights,
after hearing Matt McDonough’s ar-
gument that no third party is likely to
come forward to claim them.

The Lifesaving Station doors re-
quire repairs of $2,000-$4,000 each.
The council accepted the only bid
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two fans of

Elberta’s open
spaces.

of'the Village rules and be less likely
to disobey them. Pet owners! If you
would like to see the ban lifted on
dogs, please contact the Village of-
fice or attend a council meeting to
tell the Village leadership how you
feel. It takes a Village to make a
change! Let’s do it for man’s best
friend! W

Alert editor Merren Garber at-
tends  Frankfori—Elberta  High

School.

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER WILKINS

received for cleaning the Lifesaving
Station, from Kristi Mills, for $150 per
cleaning. The $25 in savings per clean-
ing will go toward the general fund.\J
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